SKERRIES HARBOUR. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 20 July 1858; — -for. 


A COPY “ of all Documents and Reports furnished to or by the Board of 
Admiralty in reference to a Harbour of Refuge at Skerries, in the 
County of Dublin 

(This may be considered a Continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 322, of 1855.) 


Admiralty, \ C. H. PENNELL, 

30 July 1858 J Chief Clerk. 


COPY of Documents and Reports furnished to the Board of Admiralty, 
in reference to a Harbour of Refuge at Skerries, in the County of 
Dublin. 


To the Right Honourable Sir Charles Wood, Bart, m.p., First Lord of the 
Admiralty, Whitehall. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to enclose a supplementary paper in reference to the capa- 
bilities of Clogher Head and Skerries, as suitable sites for a Harbour of Refuge, 
on the east coast of Ireland, lately forwarded to me by Captain Toker of 
Drogheda, whose valuable statement and opinions on this subject have already 
appeared among the papers contained in the Return ordered last Session by the 
House of Commons, relating to the proposed measure. 

In enclosing this communication, I beg leave to say that the immense loss of 
life and property by marine casualties, on the east coast, has created an intense 
feeling in the public mind in Ireland', and a firm conviction of the necessity 
of more adequate and secure means of protecting the shipping interests 
along the extensive and dangerous range of coast between Kingstown and 
Belfast. 

As the committee at Drogheda, appointed to “forward this indispensable 
object, lately determined that a motion should be made on the subject, in the 
House of Commons, this Session, I trust that the various documents and statis- 
tical statements adducible in support of the necessity of a Harbour of Refuge, will 
induce the Lords of the Admiralty to seriously consider this much needed 
measure of such paramount consideration to the protection and preservation of 
life and property. And when it is considered that three millions and a half 
sterling were appropriated in 1844, for such purposes,' in the Channel Islands, it 
would, I should say, only be fair, on the principle of equal justice to Ireland, 
that proportionate attention to public requirements should be evinced towards it 
by the Imperial Government. 

I have, &c. 

104, Pall Mall, London, (signed) Francis Brodigan, 

12 March 1856. Corresponding member of the Local Committee 

for forwarding the above measure. 


526. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 


Sir, Drogheda, 15 February 1866. 

Hearing that the Government intend making a survey of the east coast of 
Ireland, for the purpose of constructing a Harbour of Refuge, I beg leave, as a 
constant frequenter of this locality, to make a few observations on the capability 
and suitability of two different points of this part of the coast, as sites for con- 
structing the said harbour. 

First, regarding Clogher Head, there might be a harbour constructed on either 
side of it, that might be of use to small coasting vessels in ordinary weather, 
but not of sufficient magnitude for a general harbour for all classes of ships in 
very bad weather ; first, because the water is not deep, without running a break- 
water too far seaward of the head. And secondly, that there is a very foul and 
rocky beach inside, that would injure any ship that would drift on it, as they 
have frequently done in Kingstown, and even at Holyhead (new) Harbour, by 
driving from their anchors and a north-east wind. 

Secondly. As to Skerries Roads being a suitable place for a Harbour of Refuge, 
I will undertake to say that it is superior to any other point on the east coast of 
Ireland, between Kingstown and Belfast, to construct a safety harbour, as nature 
has nearly formed it already ; and I think there is sufficient material close at 
hand to finish the residue, or east breakwater. And by running it off from a 
point called the Cross, or say, the middle island, in a northerly direction, with an 
elbow turned inshore, it would be one of the finest harbours on the coast for a 
ship to run for in a gale of east wind, as she could save herself without an anchor ; 
first, because the soundings are regular, and the bottom clean, and good holding- 
ground, and of sufficient depth for the largest merchant ships, or even the Royal 
Navy. Secondly, that there is not another point of this coast more frequented 
(by ships passing and repassing from all the different ports in the Channel, 
including Liverpool, the greatest naval port of Great Britain) than that well 
known landmark, called Rock-a-Bill, which lies but three or four miles off the 
said Skerries Roads, and makes a good landfall in hazy weather. 

Thirdly. And now that the authorities are going to build a lighthouse on 
Rock-a-Bill, it would be to Skerries (as a finger-post is on the high road to 
travellers) a guide to the sea-beaten mariner to run to a place of safety (I mean 
Skerries) for both themselves and their ship ; instead of being driven on shore to 
perish, as the fearful number in the list of casualties on this coast will show during 
the last few years. And as the water is deep close to Rock-a-Bill, and can 
he passed on all sides without fearing any sunken rocks or sands, it would be 
impossible to miss the light even in hazy weather, by judiciously usino- the lead, 
and they could therefore shape a course for Skerries Harbour. 

It is a pity that Rock-a-Bill has been so long left without a lighthouse, 
lor I am sure that many of the casualties that happened on the coast might 
not have happened, if there had been anything to apprise the look-out man of 
their approach to the land. Take, for instance, the unfortunate “ Tayleur,” and 
her living freight, on the Nose of Lambay, if there had been a light on the rock 
before daylight on that morning before they got so close to land. There has 
also been another large ship put on shore in this bay last month that got embayed . 
and could not work off shore, as they were too close to land before they saw 'it to 
work the ship off again, but fortunately the crew were saved, and the ship is now 
in the River Boyne. r 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) Edward Toker , 

Steam Ship, Leinster Lass. 


To F. Brodigan, Esq., 
Corresponding Member of 
Local Committee. 


t , , . T Admiralty, 22 March 1856. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, addressed to Sir Charles Wood, and 
forwarding a supplementary paper in reference to the capabilities of Clogher 
of Ireland SkemeS ’ aS 5mtabIe sltes for a Harbour of Refuge, on the east coast 


Francis Brodigan, Esq. 
104, Pall Mall. 


I am, &c. 

(signed) Thos. Phinn. 
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Sir, 

I beg leave to solicit the favour of your attention to a Petition of the Harbour 
Commissioners of Drogheda, presented on the 17th May to the House of 
Commons, for the construction of a Harbour of Refuge on the E. coast of 
Ireland, owing to the disastrous casualties that have occurred along this coast, 
involving such a serious sacrifice of life and property, and which have excited 
such a general and heartfelt interest on the subject. 

A memorial to the Government and petitions to both Houses of Parliament 
(emanating from a large and influential meeting of the inhabitants of Drogheda 
and the surrounding districts) have already recorded numerous disastrous 
accidents along the E. coast of Ireland, and a perusal of the long list of 
casualties that have occurred between Kingstown and Belfast for the last eight 
years, embodied in the above-mentioned petition, will clearly demonstrate the 
urgent necessity of carrying out a measure that is sustained by the highest 
recommendations of enlightened public policy and the noblest feelings of 
humanity. 

Considering that the expenditure connected with Harbours of Refuge has 
been too often and unwisely urged as an objection to their construction, it cannot 
be said that the petitioners in suggesting for this purpose Skerries Harbour on 
the E. coast of Ireland can be met with such objections. It is obvious that 
its great natural capabilities would in themselves considerably diminish the 
usual cost of construction. 

Art has been already employed in providing the present but insufficient 
amount of accommodation it affords. However, to turn its well-known capa- 
bilities to account, a very moderate expenditure (much under the estimate of 
forming an original safety harbour) would suffice to render it a capacious 
Harbour of Refuge for the protection of the mercantile marine passing and 
repassing this much frequented portion of the coast of Ireland, and at the same 
time available for the defensive purposes of the country. 

Requesting your influential support in furthering this very essential and 
benevolent measure, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Francis Brodigan, 

(A Member of the Local Committee.) 

To the Right Honourable Pilton House, County Meath, 

Henry T. L. Corry, _ 4 J un e 1858. * 

Chief Secretary of the Admiralty. 


Sir, Admiralty, 8 June 1858. 

I have received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
your letter of the 4th of June, relative to a Harbour of Refuge on the east coast 
of Ireland. 

I am, &c. 

F. Brodigan, Esq. (signed) W. G. Romaine. 


Sir, Drogheda, 17 July 1858. 

The repeated shipwrecks on the east coast of Ireland having induced the 
Harbour Commissioners, as well as the municipal body of Drogheda, to petition 
both Houses of Parliament for the construction of a Harbour of Refuge at 
Skerries, county Dublin, I have the honour to enclose you the copy of the peti- 
tion presented to the House of Commons, on the 17th May last, referring to this 
very approved site, and also the copy of a petition presented on the 12 th July, 
“ That it be an instruction to the Royal Commission about to be appointed to 
include Skerries, county Dublin, in their proposed inquiries.” Having received 
two communications, one from the chief officer of the Coast Guard, the other 
from Mr. Francis Gowan, of Red Island, Skerries, county Dublin, I also beg 
leave to enclose a statement of their views upon the necessity of a Harbour of 
Refuge, and the facilities of forming one there, with other information of an 
interesting character contained in their statements. 
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Other communications relating to Skerries, county Dublin, as an eligible 
position for the construction of a Harbour of Refuge, have been forwarded to 
the Admiralty since the printing of a memorial and other documents had been 
ordered by the House of Commons the 18 th of June 1855. To the documents 
received since that period on the subject of Skerries, may I also beg your atten- 
tion, so that they may be laid before the Royal Commission, as it is intended to 
move in the House of Commons for their production and printing. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Francis Brodigan, 

To the Secretary of the (A member of the Local Committee for 

Admiralty. promoting the above object). 


The humble Petition of the Commissioners for Improving the Port and Harbour of 
Drogheda, 

Showeth, 

_ That your petitioners are strongly impressed with the dangerous and unprotected con- 
dition of the north-east coast of Ireland, owing to the violent tempests' that prevail along 
the extended range of that coast, so destructive to the shipping interests. 

That between Kingstown and Belfast numerous disastrous casualties are on record for a 
series of years, and especially within the last eight years the amount of loss, both of life 
and property, of the mariners and merchants of the United Kingdom, discloses a distressing 
and melancholy recital, forcibly showing the necessity of a harbour of refuge to meet the 
present large increase of shipping, and, consequently, the greater dangers to which they are 


That your petitioners find that in the Report of a Parliamentary Committee it is stated 
that the whole loss of property and life in British shipping wrecked or foundered iu St. 
George’s Channel or Irish Sea may be assumed as amounting to 400,000 Z. per annum, and 
135 lives. 

And in order to convey to your Honourable House a statement of the M arine Casualties 
that have occurred between Kingstown and Belfast for the last eight years, your petitioners 
beg leave to embody the following List extracted from the Wreck Register of the Admiralty, 
the Returns of the Marine Department of the Board of Trade and Lloyd’s Lists. 


LIST of Marine Casualties that have occurred between Kingstown and Belfast, from 15th March 1850 
to 15th March 1856. 


- 

DATE. 

NAME OF VESSEL. 

SITE OF CASUALTY. 

1. 

7 Mar. 1850 

Tarifa, of Hydra 

Kish Bank 

2. 

1 April - 

Lance of Dublin 

Bar of Drogheda 

3. 

4. 

5. 

ll&13April- 
19 April - 
31 May - 

Wreck of a large vessel 
A large vessel - 
Maid of Galloway 

Howth. 

Carlingford. 

Balbriggan 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

17 June 
30 June — 
22 Sept. - 

26 Oct. 

27 Oct. - 
20 Nov. - 
30 Nov. - 
30 Nov. - 
IS Dec. 

A schooner - 

Samuel and Marvanne 
Sir A. M‘Nabb - 
Favourite, of Ne wry - 
Favourite - - - - 

Welcome of Newry [- 
A large vessel - 
Georgiana - 
Earl Grey, of Newry - 

Near Howth ... 
Blackhead, near Belfast. 
Near Carrickfergus. 
Carlingford - 

Rocks near Carlingford. 
Dundrum Bay - 
Near Strangford 
Rocks near Skerries Harbour. 
Belfast .... 

15. 

16. 
17. 

19 Dec. — 
16 Jan. - 

20 Jan. 1851 

Georgiana, of Liverpool 
Wilsons, of Cork 
Solid - - . 

Skerries - - - - 

Near Dublin - 
Bar of Carlingford 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

30 April - 
6 Sept - 

26 Sept. - 
25 Sept. - 

8 Oct. - 
20 Oct. *■ 

27 Oct. — 

P limbus - 
Isabella - 

Fair Helen, sloop of Belfast 
Oxford 

Sara Princess - 
James Wright - 
Three Brothers, of Dublin - 

Drogheda - 
Drogheda - 
Larne Lough. 

At Dundrum Bay 
Off Lambay Island - 
Kish Bank ... 

Near Dublin - 


REMARKS. 


- - Struck, and was assisted into 
Dublin in a sinking state. 

- - Wrecked from stress of weather: 
estimated loss 200 1. 


- - Boiler burst, and stress of wea- 
ther ; drove on the rocks. 

Sunk, after contact. 


Estimated loss 300 l. on vessel. 

Saved. 

Foundered. 

- - Got on Brigg Rocks; assisted 
off, got into Belfast leaky. 

Drove on shore N.W. of Skerries. 
Four drowned. 

- - In putting back with a pilot on 
board, struck the bar ; became 
leaky. 

Grounded on the bar. 

Went ashore. 

Saved. 

Sprung a leak. 

Grounded. 

- - In collision with “ Times;” lost 
mainmast. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



HARBOUR OF REFUGE AT SKERRIES. 


5 


- 

DATE. 

NAME OF VESSEL. 

SITE OF CASUALTY. 

25. 

3 Nov. 

1851 

Birmingham - 

Dublin - 

26. 

7 Dec. 

- 

Bee, of Ballycastle 

Larne Lough. 

._27. 

7 Dec. 

- 

Eliza, of Strangford - 

Near Larne. 

28. 

21 Jan. 

1852 

Rob. E. Ward, of Kircurbon 

Larne Lough. 

29. 

26 Jan. 

— 

Union, of Belfast 

Larne Lough. 

30. 

12 Feb. 

- 

Juliana - 

On Dundrum Bay 

31. 

17 Feb. 

— 

Charlotte, of Cardiff - 

Dublin Bay. 

82. 

4 March 


John Hawkes, of Swansea - 

Dublin - 

33. 

6 April 

_ 

Swan, of Barmouth - 

Drogheda Bar - 

34. 

6 April 

— 

Druid - 

Termonteekin Strand, near 

35. 

19 May 

- 

Roxane - 

Drogheda. 
Ireland Eye. 

36. 

20 June 

_ 

Lady Huntley - 

South Bull, Dundalk - 

37. 

5 Sept. 


Teemeenew ... 

St. George's Channel - 

38. 

29 Sept. 

- 

Smyra, of Workington 

Dublin - - - - 

39. 

29 Sept. 

— 

J ames Hamilton, ot Troon - 

Dublin ... - 

40. 

29 Sept. 


Jane ----- 

Skerries - 

41. 

28 Sept. 

_ 

Fidelity, of Dublin 

Clogher Head - 

42. 

27 Sept. 

- 

Antelope - 

At Ringsend Point. 

43. 

7 Nov. 

- 

Louisa C. - 

At Carlmgford Single Cran- 





field Point. 

44. 

4 Oct. 

- 

Anne, of Skerries 

Drogheda - 

45. 

11 Nov. 

— 

Grace and Anne 

Skerries. 

46. 

11 Nov, 

“ 

Sally and Betty - 

Dundalk Bay - 

47. 

11 Nov. 

- 

William Pitt, of Dublin 

Clogher Head - 

48. 

12 Nov. 

_ 

Betsy, of Maryport - 
Senhouse, of Wliitehaven - 

Near Drogheda - - - 

49. 

12 Nov. 

— 

Balbriggan - 

50. 

12 Nov. 

- 

Minerva, of Greenock 

Droglieda - - - - 

61. 

13 Nov. 

“ 

Alexander - 

Dundalk Bay - 

52. 

13 Nov. 

- 

Lady Harriett (coal laden) - 

Greystones, Droghedq. 

63. 

12 Nov. 

— 

A smack. Three Brothers, 

Near Carlingford Lighthouse 




of Carnarvon. 

64. 

10 Nov. 

- 

A large ship ... 

Near Clogher Head. 

65. 

10 Nov. 

— 

J ohn and Charles, of Mary- 

On a reef in Warrenpoint 




port. 

Roads. 

66. 

14 Nov. 

- 

Young England 

Balbriggan - - - 

67. 

25 Nov. 

— 

Chieftain of Belfast - 

In Dundrum Bay 

58. 

25 Nov. 

— 

British Oak ; in ballast 

In Dundrum Bay. 

59. 

25 Nov. 

“ 

Atalanta of Belfast - 

Drogheda - 

CO. 

27 Nov. 

_ 

Argyle of Cork 
Irish of Glasgow 

In Kingstown Harbour 

61. 

29 Nov. 

- 

Irish Sea - 

62. 

22 Dec. 

_ 

Lowther of Liverpool 

Bird Island, Belfast. 

63. 

22 Dec. 

- 

Nueva Carmen - 

In Dundrum Bay. 

64. 

26 Dec. 

- 

Argyle - 

Kingstown Harbour - 

65. 

10 Nov. 

- 

Lito - 

O 11 barlirigford Bar. 

66. 

12 Nov. 

- 

Ally and Betty - 

Dundalk Bar. 

67. 

10 Jan. 

1853 

Leonard - - - - 

Dublin - - - - 

68. 

12 Jan. 

- 

Rocket - 

Kingstown - 

69. 

16 Jan. 

_ 

Octavia - - - - 

Ditto - - - - 

70. 

18 Jan. 


Ocean ... - 

Dublin - 

71. 

25 Jan. 

- 

Anny - - 

Baldoyle - 

72. 

26 Jan. 

- 

Fox 

Dublin - 

73. 

2 April 

- 

Robert and Betsy 

Dublin - 

74. 

9 April 

_ 

Lady Mulgrave 

Dublin - 

75. 

9 April 

- 

Neptune - 

Dublin - 

76. 

21 April 


Easlher and Sophia - 

Dublin - 

77. 

9 May 

- 

Gem - 

Dublin - 

A 

25 June 

- 

Saint May - - - 

Dublin - - - - 

79. 

29 June 

_ 


Dublin - 

80. 

14 July 


Brilliant - 

Dublin - 
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Got aground outside breakwater. 


Saved. 

- - Struck on Kish Bank; sunk; 
two of the pilots drowned. 
Capsized, owing to cargo shifting. 

- - Attempted to stay, but struck iii 
the act of doing so. 

- - Sails blew away; estimated loss 
900 l. 

Got on shore, sea washing over her. 

- - Put into Kingstown, with loss of 
bowsprit. 

Total wreck; all bands lost 
Went entirely to pieces. 

- - Having been on shore on a reef, 
put in Kingstown for repairs. 
Saved. 


Four of crew drowned. 

- - Driven on shore, having sprung 
a leak. 

- - Crew saved ; estimated loss on 
vessel 500 1. 

No means of saving life near. 
Grounded on sandbank. 

Driven on Bull ; went to pieces. 

- - Carried her cable away, and 
drifted ashore. 

Drowned ; only one saved. 
Supposed drowned. 


Stranded north of Balbriggan. 
Saved. 

- - Driven on shove on account of 
loss of sails. 

Broke adrift from her anchors. 
Abandoned in a sinking state. 


Sank. 


Struck by steamer in river Liffey. 

- - Put into Kingstown Harbour, 
leaky. 

Ditto. 

- - Struck on Kish Bank, put into 
Kingstown, leaky. 

- - Went ashore north Baldoyle, 
became total wreck, crew saved. 

- - Nearly capsized off Kish Bank, 
put into Kingstown, damaged. 

- - Struck by steamer, got into 
Kingstown Harbour. 

Ditto. 

Loss of spars and sails. 

- - Struck on Kish Bank, filled 
and sunk ; master drowned. 

-- Put into Kingstown, with 
rudder injured. 

- - Sprung a leak, and was brought 
into Kingstown. 

Put into Kingstown, leaky. 

- - Dismasted off Point Ayr, and 
reached Dublin. 
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101. 

102 . 


108. 

109. 


29 July 1863 

17 Aug. 

26 Aug. - 

3 Sept. - 
15 Sept. - 
15 Sept. - 

2 Oct. - 
22 Oct. 

13 Dec. - 

18 Dec. _ 

18 Dec. - 

19 Dec. - 
19 Dec. - 

19 Dec. — 

20 Dec, - 

4 Jan. 1854 

4 Jan. — 

4 Jan. - 

4 Jan. - 

4 Jan. - 

4 Jan. - 

4 Jan. - 


19 Jan. 

21 Jan. 
21 Jan. 


NAME OF VESSEL. 


Princess Victoria 
Anna Watson - 
Euphemia 
Milford 

Thomas Lourv 
Lenoni 
Grafton 
Cherokee « 

Harmony - 
Dahlia 


Chatham - 
Dolores 

British Empire - 

Victoria of Wexford 
Emperor - 

Queen 

Tayleur 


- Yorkshireman, iron s 
vessel, 616 tons. 


Edward and Margaret of Ul- 
verstone, 57 tons (coals 
and timber). 

Victoria, of Wexford, schoo- 
ner, 78 tons (coals). 


Mary Elizabeth, of Holyhead, 
78 tons (coals). 

Thomas Miller, of Liverpool, 
barque, 260 tons (salt), 


Barque, from Scotland (gun- 
powder, &c.) 

Minerva, of Workington, 101 
tons (coals). 

Catharine and Flanagan, of 
Cardiff, 61 tons (coals). 


SITE OF CASUALTY. 

Off Skerries 
Blackwater Bar 
Dublin 
Dublin 
Dublin 


Dublin 

Dublin 


Drogheda 

Dublin 


Dublin - 

Ben Head - 

Bettystown, near Drogheda 

Drogheda Bar - 

North Bull, Drogheda 

Dublin - - - 

Rush, county Dublin - 
Dublin .... 

Dublin - 
Lambay - 


- - Donaghadee, near Fore- 
land Point. 


Near Dublin, on the North 
Bill. 


At Rogerstown Bay, near 
Rush, county Dublin. 


Off Lurgan, Dundalk Bay ■ 


Drogheda, on the north side 
of the bar. 


Near Baldoyle, county Dub- 
lin. 


At Belfast - 

Near Tyrella, Dundrum Bay 


Sprung a leak, got into Kingstown, 

- - Struck, and was abandoned bv 
crew, went to pieces, crew save! 

- - Struck on Kisli Bank, got i* 
Dublin. 

- - Sprung a leak, and got into 
Kingstown. 

Put into Kingstown, leaky. 
Foundered on 0°3O'W., 56° 30' N, 
Put into Kingstown, with damage. 

- - Struck on Kish Bank, and rot 
into Dublin, leaky. 

Went on shore on North Bull. 

- - Sunk in Kingstown, subse- 
quentlv raised and repaired. 

- - Sunk in Kingstown Harbour 
where she still lies. 

- - Totally lost; four men lost, and 
three saved. 

- - Went on shore at Bettystown, 
one man lost. 

- - Wont to pieces on the bar, 18 
men lost, and 2 saved. 

- - Went on shore, North Bull, 
crew saved. 

- - Collision in Channel, got into 
Kingstown. 

Sunk off Rush, crow lost. 

- - Collision in Channel, got into 
Kingstown. 

Struck on Great North Wall. 

- - Drove on Lambay Island, be- 
came a total wreck, with the loss 
of about 393 lives. 

- - Struck on Kish Bank, became 
a total wreck, crow saved. 

- Wrecked at 1 1 *30 p. u. “ Caused 
by mistaking the lights, and tbe 
thick snow at the time.” C. G. 
Return. Crew saved in own boat; 
sold to Messrs. Tulloch & Co., 
who with great difficulty raised 
her in May following. Estimated 
loss 1 7,OOOZ. 

- - Stranded in a thick snow-storm 
and bilged ; crew saved ; got off, 
much damaged, 19th February fol- 
lowing. 

- - Wrecked by stress of weather; 
“ supposed to have come on shore in 
thick snowy weather at night, and 
all lost, as the wreck was observed 
at daylight the next morning. 
C. G. return. 

- - Stranded by stress of weather 
and loss of sails; crew saved in 
own boat; was got off January 
29th. 

- - Stranded ; sprang a leak on sea; 
was run on shore to save the lives 
of the crew; estimated loss, 1,200/.; 
on cargo 160 1. The Inspector 
Commissioner suggests a harbour 
of refuge in the locality.” C. G. 
return. 

* - Stranded ; was got off, and in 
towing to Dublin was run on the 
North Bull, where she became a 
total wreck. 

- - Damaged, lying at anchor o-J 
Garnvey Roads at night, by col- 
lision with the “ Stag.” 

W recked by stress of weather. 
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112 . 

113. 


21 Jan. 1854 


SAME OF VESSEL. 

Tayleur, of Liverpool, iron 
ship, 1,979 tons, general 
cargo ; passengers and 
crew, 628. 


SITE OF CASUALTY. 


On the nose of Lambay 
Island, county Dublin. 


4 Feb. - 

Seylla,ofWhitehaven (coals) 
180 tons. 

4 Feb. — 

Colquhoun - 

4 Feb. — 

Edward and Margaret 

3 March - 

Charles Humberstow, ship, 
1,100 tons, general cargo 

8 March - 

and passengers. 

Harriet Preston, of Barmouth, 
schooner. 


. 17 April - 
. 17 April - 
. 18 April - 

Scotland, of Belfast, 1,079, 
general cargo. 

Colbert, of Havre, 417 tons, 
general cargo. 

Diana, of Dumfries 

. 28 May - 

Betsey, of Donaghadee 

. 11 June - 

Sea Bird, of Newry, brig, 
163 tons (ballast). 

. 2 July - 

Nova Providenza, of Genoa, 
brig, 194 tons (ballast). 

16 July - 
. 20 July 

Saxon of Liverpool, barque, 
359 tons. 

Content of Dundalk - 

21 July - 
18 Oct. - 
28 Oct - 
28 Oct. 

Prosperous of Courtown, 
(stones). 

Lady Ann of Workington, 
53 tons (coals). 

Iris of Harrington, schooner, 
(coals). 

Jupiter of Dundee, barque, 
of 214 tons (coals). 

29 Oct. - 

15 Nov. - 
15 Nov. - 
15 Nov. - 

Brother Jonathan of Wis- 
casset, U. S. ship, 800 
tons, general cargo. 

J ohn and W illiam of Carlin g- 
ford, smack, 18 tons, (coals). 

J ane of Drogheda, brig, 
(coals). 

John of Strangford, sloop, 
34 tons (ore and oats). 

21 Nov. - 

5 Dec. 

23 Dec. — 

21 Jan. 1865 

27 Jan. - 
1 8 Feb. 

Handy of Jersey, cutter, 59 
tons (coals). 

Hora of Altona, galliott, 107 
tons (fruit) 

Anne and Eliza of Belfast, 
sloop (lime). 

Splendid of Strangford, 
schooner (coals). 

Atalanta of Aunalong (coals) 

Countess of Arran of Sun- 
derland, 319 tons (pig iron 
and coke). 


Near Belfast, Lough - 

Dublin - 
Dublin ... 

Dundrum Bay, at Tyretta 
Coast Guard Station. 

Lough Larne - - - 

At sea 

At sea 

At sea .... 
In Belfast Lough 

Dundrum Bay - 

Ardglass, on Ringford Point 

Kish Bank, near Kingstown 
At sea 

Dublin, near the Pigeon- 
House. 

Drogheda - - - - 

Lough of Belfast 
Tyrella, Dundrum Bay 

Lough Strangford 

In Ardglass Harbour - 
Off Lambay Island - 
Strangford- - 

Carlingford - 

Lough Larne - 

Donaghadee Harbour 

On the Rocks of Ballyferries 
Point, Mellisle. 

Winerstown, Dundrum Bay 
Near Skerries Light-house, 
County Dublin. 


526. 


REMARKS. 


- - Total wreck at noon in thick 
| weather ; 290 lives lost ; she made 

the land suddenly, let go her 
anchors, and drove on the rocks; 
swung broadside out, filled, and 
soon sunk, in 7 fathoms of water. 
(Reported to Board of Trade by 
Captain Walker.) 

- - Stranded on the rocks in thick 
weather, and put into Donaghadee 
very leaky to discharge, &c. 

■ ■ Pat back with loss of bowsprit 
to Kingstown Harbour. 

- - Struck on Great North Wall in 
thick weather, and filled ; was sub- 
sequently raised, after discharging 
cargo. 

Stranded. 


- - Stranded on a rock near the 

entrance of . 

- - Put into Belfast to repair ; 
damaged by collision. 

- - Foundered in collision with the 
“ Scotland.” 

- - Leaky, put into Belfast, and 
had to discharge. 

- - Sunk below the Garmoyle 
Stone Beacon, in contact with the 
“ Laurel” steam vessel. 

- - Stranded near St. John’s Point; 
she was got off on the 6th July 
very much damaged; estimated 
loss in 300 1. 

- - Stranded, bilged, filled, and 
was dismasted, and, finally, con- 
demned and sold by auction. Es- 
timated loss, 1,600 1. 

Stranded on 

- - Leaky, put into Belfast, having 
been struck by a sea. 

Sunk. 

- - Stranded south of the bar of • 
caused by stress of weather. 

• ■ Sunk, in collision with the 
“ Stork.” 

- - Wrecked from stress of weather, 
crew saved by the coast guard 
galley, estimated loss on 2,500/. 

- - Wrecked on rocks north of the 
entrance of, at 5 1 . m., in a gale 
of wind. 

- - Wrecked, broke adrift in a gale 
of wind and went to pieces. 

- - Sunk, after striking on a rock 
near, caused by stress of weather. 

- - Wrecked, half a mile south of 
Killiard P oint.by stress of weather, 
in daylight, crew all lost ; esti- 
mated loss on 300 1., ditto on cargo 
800 l. 

- - Fire, burnt to the floor heads 
by spontaneous combustion. 

- - Stranded inside the lighthouse 
point, at night, towed to Belfast. 
Destroyed by fire. 

Stranded. 

Foundered. 

- - Foundered, sprung a leak and 
filled with water so fast that the 
pumps could not keep her free; 
went down about 6 miles S.S. W. 
of Skerries Lighthouse, estimated 
loss on vessel 1,600/. 
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24 March ~ 
8 April - 
22 April - 
19 May - 


Enterprise of Killarney, 
smack. 


Enterprise, barque, bound 
from Dublin to Trinidad. 


Brothers, brig (coals) 


Robert and Margaret, War- 
rington to Dublin (coals). 

Eleanor of Whitehaven, brig, 
(coals). 

Wellington of Whitehaven, 
brig, (coals). 

George Sultan of Working- 


19 Nov. - 
2 Jan, 1856 


Catoma of Belfast, from 
I Malta. 


Alice of Great Yarmouth 
(stones). 

Snowdon, of Liverpool 


Salus. (Brig, bound to Mary- 
port). 

Rival, of Montrose (salt) - 
Isabella, of Portaferry (kelp) 
Thomas, of Dumfries 
Fortune, of Liverpool (pas- 
sengers and general cargo). 
Catherine, of Dundalk (coals) 


| Pioneer, of Grangemouth, 
j bound to Barbadoes (sugar). 
Anne, of Belfast 


Sisters of Belfast (sloop) 


Sir William Stamer - 


O n the W ater Rock .entrance Stranded, 
of Killough Harbour, 

Strangford. 

On the Codlings’ Bank, Stranded. 

Kingstown. 

At Ballyquiuton Point, - - Stranded, struck on the shoals ■ 
Strangford. at Ballyquinton Point, unshipped f 


Kish Bank, Kingstown 


her rudder and filled. 

- - Stranded and arrived at Kings- 
town in a sinking state. 

Struck on and foundered. 


- Struck on and foundered. 


Templepatrick Point, Don- - - Stranded, and became a total 
aghadee. wreck. 

A little east of Strangford Stranded. 

Lighthouse. 


Off the bar of Newry - 


On Belost Strand, Malla- 
hide Bay, off Camick 
Head. 

Dundalk Bay - 


Dundalk Bay - - - Stranded i 

Bay. 

On Hollywood Bank, Belfast Stranded. 
Rockstown Bay - - Stranded. 

Bar of Drogheda - - Stranded. 

Near’ the entrance of Dun- Stranded. 


making Dundalk 


drum JJay. 

On Rock Perch, outside of - - Stranc 
Soldier’s Point, Dundalk, low tides. 
Dublin. 


Stranded in consequence of the 


Mona, of Maryport. Brig 
(coals). 

Rockoy, of St. John’s, N.B., 
(salt and coals). 

Transit, ofWhitehaven(coals) 


Seven miles north-east of Gar- Foundered. 

ron Point, county Antrim. 

South Bull, Drogheda - Stranded. 


North of Ballyquinton Point, 
Belfast. 


Off Whitehead, entrance to 
Belfast Lough. 

Off Drogheda - 


I Off Drogheda - 


- - Leakage, in lat. 56° 12' N.,long. 
10° 48' W., bore up and made 
Belfast. 

- - Collision ; run over by the steam 
ship “ Arbutus.” 

- - Collision ; being towed by the 
“Irishman,” ship, grounded, and 
the “Boyne” tan into her, and 
did considerable damage. 

- - Ran into “Sir William Sta- 
mer ;” received considerable da- 


Helen of Trwine, bound from 
Larne to Killough. 


Rose in June, bound to Ark- 
low. 

Neptune of Dublin (sloop), 
Whiting. 

Elizabeth, of Belfast, schoo- 


On the north rock in Clough 
Bay. 

Kingstown - 


- - Burned and stranded ; expected 
to become a total wreck. 


On entrance of Drogheda 
Bar. 

In Kingstown Harbour 


John Alexander, of Belfast 
(coals). 

Energy of Belfast (oats) - 
Catherine, of Fleetwood, 
Dundalk to Lancaster (oat- 
meal). 

British Token, of Dundalk 
(grain). 


At the entrance of Larne 
Harbour. 


On rocks of Larne Lough - 
On North Bull, Dundalk - 


On the North Bull, Dundalk - 


Liska, of Dundalk (grain) - j On the Bank, near Dundalk 


- - Collision with Western Pier j 
sunk immediately. 

- - Struck in heavy gale; masts 
went over the side. 

- - Wrecked in Kingstown Har- 
bour on a ledge of rocks ; parted 
from her anchor, and let go a third; 
parted from it in the violence of a 
gale ; a total wreck. 

- - Wrecked by stress of weather 
and want of seamanship. 
Stranded. 

- - Stranded on and ran into Dun- 
dalk, leaky; cargo discharged; 
want of lighthouse on the Perches. 

- - Wrecked on and went <#? 
Dundalk for repairs ; want of fight 
on Perches. 

- - Lost sight of lighthouse, and ran 
out of river; could not have oc- 
curred had there been a light on 
Perches. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



HARBOUR OF REFUGE AT SKERRIES. 


9 


- 

DATE. 

NAME OF VESSEL. 

SITE OF CASUALTY. 

171. 

172. 

11 Jan. 1856 
10 Jan. - 

Shamrock of Kingstown 
Eliza Blake of Madock 

On the Horrocks, west side 
Dublin Harbour. 

Off Mouth of Kingstown 
Harbour. 

173. 

20 Jan. 

Nona of Maryport 

Off North Wall Lighthouse, 
Dublin River. 

174. 

21 Jan. - 

Airdrie of Glasgow - 

Abreast of Carrickfergus 

175. 

• 

22 Jan. - 

Independenceof Bath, Liver- 
pool to New Orleans. 

Quarter of a mile of Nanny 
Water River, Drogheda. 

176. 

24 Jan. 

Seaflower of Dublin 

Off Ringsend Dublin - 


- - Stranded, missed stays, and 
vessel drove on rocks. 

- - Collision with the steam-ship 
“Scotia,” want of look out, and 
great inattention on both sides. 

- - Collision with “ Despatch ” 
screw steamer and want of look 
out. 

- - Wrecked, sprung a leak, be- 
came unmanageable, andsunkhead- 
first in 6J fathoms. 

- - Wrecked ; according to mate 
they run W. N. W. course 115 miles 
in seven hours, while log only gave 
10 miles an hour; ship lost by 
error in time and reckoning, as 
well as error in judgment ; will be 
recovered ; all picked up by 
“ Faugh-a-Ballagh,” steam-ship, 
estimated loss on 12,000 1. 

- - Collision, broke away from her 
mooring by force of wind, and ran 
into the “ Liffey ” steamer. 


LIST of Marine Casualties from April 5 1856, to April 28 1858. 


1. 

5 April 1860 

*. 

5 July - 

3. 

10 Aug. - 

4. 

27 Sept. - 

5. 

'28 Sept. 

6. 

28 Oct 

7. 

30 Oct. - 

8. 

28 Oct. - 

9. 

29 Nov. - 

10. .j 

20 Dec. - 

11. 

13 Jan. 1857 

12. 

31 Jan. - 

13. 

15 Feb. - 

14. 

29 March - 

16. 

1 May - 

16. 

26 June — 

17. 

15 Sept. - 

18. 

15 Sept. - 

*§. 

29 Oct - 

20. 

19 Nov. - 

21. 

4 Jan. 1858 

22. 

17 Jan. 


Nautilus of Killough ; Dun- 
dalk to Killough. 

Tebulun of Glasgow, Fal- 
mouth to Belfast (grain). 

Fruiterer of Drogheda, 
■ Whitehaven to Bunany, 
(coals). 

Greyhound of Douglas, Lis- 
burn to Douglas. 

Robert and Mary of White- 
haven, to Dunany (coals). 


Endeavour, of Drogheda; 
Drogheda to Ayr. 

Eliza, of Dundee 

Usk, of Dublin ; Dublin to 
Wexford. 

Strangford, of Belfast; Troon 
to Londonderry. 

Damhall, of Belfast ; Glas- 
gow to Belfast. 

Stork, of Glasgow 

Hercules, of Chester ; Dub- 
lin to Holyhead. 

Alliance, of Jersey 

Flying Fish, of London 


Harriet Wild, of Ramsey; 

Liverpool to Quebec (salt). 
James Harvey, of Belfast - 

J ames Gibb, of London 

Sarah, of Liverpool ; Newry 
to Preston (wheat). 

Ellen, of Aberystwith ; Llan- 
elly to Dundalk (coal). 

Sir Charles Napier, of Lon- 
don; Liverpool to Sierra 
Leone. 

Fiance and Brazil, of Havre ; 

Liverpool to Rio Janeiro. 
Erie, of Belfast - 


Quarter mile north of St. 
John’s Point, county 
Down. 

At the entrance of the river 
at Belfast 
Off Carlingford - 


On the West Pier, Dublin - 

Outside the Eastern Pier, 
Kingstown. 


At Drogheda - 

On the Kish Bank, Kings- 
town. 

In Dublin River 

At Portrush - 

Off Belfast - 

In Belfast Lough 
Off the Kish Bank, Kings- 
town. 

Off Belfast - - - 

Half a-mile south of Dun- 

drum Bay. 


Off Belfast ,r 

Off Belfast - 

Off St. John’s Point, Dim- 
drum. 

At Narrow Water Castle, 
near Newry. 

On St. Patrick’s Island, 
Dublin. 

On Kish Bank, Kingstown 


On the Kish Bank, Kings- 
town. 

Off Cultra, -Carrickfergus - 


5.26. 


- - Wrecked, total loss; estimated 
loss' on vessel 200 1, 


- - Wrecked ; estimated loss on 
vessel 850 l. 

• - Stranded ; estimated loss on 
vessel 700 /., ditto on cargo 800 l. 

- - Stranded ; total wreck ; terrific 
sea on ; estimated loss on vessel 
800 1. 

Burned. 

Stranded. 


Collision. 

Collision. 

Collision. 

- - Wrecked; got ashore from the 
thick state of the weather and the 
great indraught into the Bay of 
Dundrum ; estimated loss ’ on, 
400 1. 

Leaky. 

- - Collision with “ Ossian,” screw 
steamer. 

Stranded. 

Stranded. 

Stranded. 

- - Wrecked ; sea heavy on the 
Bank ; estimated loss on vessel, 
8,000 /• ; ditto on cargo, 4,000/. 
Wrecked ; total loss. . 

Collision. 
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_ 

DATE. 

NAME OF VESSEL. 

SITE OF CASUALTY. 

REMARKS. 

23. 

26 Jan. 1858 

Georgiana, of Cork ; Liver- 

In St. George’s Channel 

Stranded. 






Stranded. 



_ 

Clieval de Troie, of Nantes ; 

At Bray Beech, Kingstown 




Nantes to Newry (wheat). 


Stranded. 

25. 

9 Feb. 

- 

Francesca Giuseppina, of 

In Carrickfergus Roads 




Constantinople; Troon to 
Constantinople. 


Collision. 

26. 

7 Feb. 

_ 

Abeona, of Belfast; Belfast 

Near Grey Point, Belfast - 




to Troon. 


Wrecked. 


21 Feb. 

_ 

Fleetwood, of Fleetwood ; 

On Killard Point, Strang- 



Fleetwood to Ardrossan. 

ford Lough. 

N ear St. J ohn’s Point, Strang- 


28. 

20 Feb. 

_ 

Dewi Wyn; Port Madoc to 

Stranded. 




ford. 

--Stranded; estimated loss on 
vessel, 850 1 . 

29. 

22 Feb. 

- 

Grace, of Harrington - 

On Blackrocks, Dundalk - 

30. 

22 Feb. 


Ida, of Irvine - 

Off St. John’s Point, county 

Dismasted. 




Down. 


31. 

26 Feb. 


Manchester, of Liverpool; 
Liverpool to Pembrey. 

At Kingstown - 

Stranded. 

Dismasted. 

32. 

8 March 


Surinam, of Greenock; Gree- 
nock to Demerara (coals). 

20 miles north by west of 



St. John’s Point. 

Wrecked. 

33. 

8 April 


Endeavour, of Amlwch; Ban- 

Off Cooley Mount, Dundalk 



. gor to Dundalk. 

Wrecked; estimated loss, 3,500/. 

34. 

7 April 


Mary Stoddart of Grange- 

Off Dundalk Lighthouse 



mouth ; Alexandria to 
Glasgow. 




35. 

6 April 


G elroder, of Zelling Eckster ; 

On Blackrocks, Dundalk - 

Stranded; estimated loss on, 1,200/. 



Nantes to Douglas. 



36. 

5 April 

- 

Mary, of Carlisle 

North Bull, Drogheda 

- - Stranded; bore down to Drog- 
heda; could not make harboud 

37. 

8 April 

_ 

Bridges, of Fife; Dundalk 
to Liverpool. 

Ben Head, county Meath - 

- - Wrecked; blowing a heavy 



gale, and became a wreck; esti- 
mated loss on vessel, 750/.; ditto 







Off St. John’s Point - 

on cargo, 1,400/. 

' 38.' 

6 April 

- 

Edouard; Gand to Liver- 

Dismasted. 



pool. 




4 April 

-• 

Weser, of Hamburg; New 

North side of JtJaldovle, 

Stranded. 



Orleans to Liverpool. 

county Dublin. 



14 April 

- 

Mary, of Balbriggan - 

At Drogheda Bar 

Wrecked; estimated loss on, 250/. 

41. 

16 April 

- 

Pride of Newry; Camolin 

On Blackrocks, Dundalk - 

Stranded; estimated loss on, 50 Z. 



to Irvine. 



42. 

28 April 

“ 

Semaphore, of Belfast 

On Blac fcliead, Belfast Lough. 

Stranded. 


That between Kingstown and Belfast there are several sites possessing more or less 
natural capabilities that would involve but a moderate cost of constructing a harbour of 
refuge, and that would afford, in the opinion of the most intelligent masters of vessels, the 
best possible protection to the. large amount of shipping frequenting the ports along the 
north-east coast, and to emigrant and other ves&ls from various ports of the United 
Kingdom. 

That it is a well-founded opinion of your petitioners, in which they are sustained by 
those of able and experienced navigators, that Skerries Harbour, situated on the east 
coast of Ireland, would form the most eligible and advantageous position for a harbour of 
refuge. 

That it possesses great natural capabilities from its depth of water, superior holding 
ground, regular soundings, and other important requisites that would render it capable of 
accommodating the largest merchant vessels, or even the Royal navy, having besides the 
primary and essential advantages of direct accessibility from the sea along an even line of 
coast, free from sunken rocks and dangerous indentations of the coast, circumstances that 
are regarded by marine engineers as indispensable conditions in fixing the position of a 
harbour of refuge. 

That there is no other point on the north-east coast more frequented by ships passing 
and re-passing from the different ports of the United Kingdom (including Liverpool, the 
greatest naval, port of Great Britain) than the Island of Rock-a-Bill, situate about four 
miles seaward of Skerries. That a lighthouse is now in course of erection on Rock-a-Bill 
that would distinctly indicate to vessels the course they would be enabled to steer during 
violent gales in making their approach to a harbour of refuge that would be so advan- 
tageously situated in so many essential particulars as; Skerries. 

That but little remains to render Skerries a complete safety harbour, where nature has 
already done so much and. art has also* been employed, having abundant materials close at - 
hand to convert it into a capacious harbour of refuge at the least possible cost of con- 
struction. . • - - : 

Your 
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Your petitioners therefore, fully coinciding in the petitions already adopted at a public 
meeting of the inhabitants of Drogheda, praying for a harbour of refuge on the east 
coast, humbly pray your Honourable House that such may be constructed at Skerries your 
petitioners being fully persuaded that this position would afford the greatest amount of 
protection to the interests of commercial navigation along a coast so proverbially dan- 
gerous. J 

And your petitioners further pray that this petition may be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on Harbours of Refuge. 

And your petitioners -will ever pray. 

Harbour Office, Drogheda, 22 April 1858. ji J^Nama^'sKvetaij-. 


The humble Petition of the Commissioners for improving the Port and Harbour of 
Drogheda, 

Showeth, 

That they lately petitioned the House of Commons praying for the construction of a 
harbour of refuge at Skerries, county Dublin, on the east coast of Ireland, which petition 
was referred to the Select Committee of the House of Commons on Harbours of Refuse. 
That your petitioners have just seen the Report of said Committee upon the evidence taken 
before them during the past and present Session of Parliament, respecting certain sites for 
harbours of refuge on the east and north-east coast of Ireland, and have observed with 
much satisfaction that the said Committee have recommended that a Royal Commission 
should be immediately appointed with the view of deciding the particular spots within the 
limits indicated at which it will be most beneficial for the public at large that such har- 
bours of refuge shall be constructed, and that the mercantile marine should be represented 
upon such Commission. 


That your petitioners in their above-mentioned petition, presented to your Honourable 
House on the 17th of May last, have stated their well-founded opinion (in which they are 
sustained by able and experienced navigators) of the great natural capabilities of Skerries, 
county Dublin, from its depth of water, superior holding ground, besides the essential 
advantages of direct accessibility from the sea along an even line of coast, beino- free from 
dangerous indentations and also from sunken rocks. 

Your petitioners, being therefore strongly persuaded of the superior advantages that 
would result from the construction of a harbour of refuge at Skerries, county'bublin, 
humbly pray your Honourable House that it be an instruction to the said Royal Commis- 
sion to include it in their proposed inquiries, to investigate all existing data on the subject, 
and to examine witnesses on the spot and the adjoining coast capable of affording the best 
information upon its nautical and general advantages for the protection of the mercantile 
marine, and also as an appropriate position for the defensive purposes of the country. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

(signed) Path. Byrne , 

Drogheda, 10 July 1858. Mayor of Drogheda, and Chairman of said 

Commissioners. 


Skerries, County Dublin, 19 April 1858. 
Sir, 

By the request of Mr. Johnson, of Hacketstown, I beg to send you all the information 
1 know relative to the roadstead of Skerries. I cannot give you the precise number of 
vessels that have taken shelter here since I have been stationed at this place, now 14 years, 
but I have every reason to believe that from 90 to 150 anchored off this station during the 
prevalence of southerly gales in each year. Any point east of south to north, there is no 
shelter for vessels on the roads. There have been three vessels driven on the rocks while 
at anchor by the sudden shifting of the wind from south-south-west to east-south-east, and 
all became total wrecks. There have been during my time here eleven wrecks for want of 
a harbour of refuge on this part of the coast, and having paid particular attention to 
this subject for several years past, I feel no hesitation in saying that I do not believe there 
is any other spot on this coast offering the facilities for the formation of a harbour of refuge 
in every respect equal to Skerries* 

I have, &c. 

(signed) G. C. Jones, 

S'. Brodigan, Esq*, Chief Officer of Coast Guard. 

&c. &c. &c. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



14 


PAPERS : — HARBOUR OF REFUGE AT SKERRIES. 


Copt Statement of Mr. F. Gowtm relating to Skerries Harbour, County of Dublin. 


Red Island, Skerries, 19 April 1858. 

There are 80 vessels belonging to Skerries, 50 of which are over 50 tons, and the 
remainder under 50 tons, 12 of them being fishing boats. The present pier is not capable 
of sheltering more than 40 suoh vessels, consequently many of them have very often to go 
to Kingstown during the winter season, which is a serious loss to the owners and crews. 
I have°seen on several occasions as many as 20 coasters anchored in Skerries Roads, in 
southerly and south-south-east gales. There being no room for them in the present harbour, 
and frequently when the wind comes round to the north or north-east, there is great loss of 
life and property. There have been three schooners wrecked on the islands and in the bay 
during the last two winters. The immense loss of life and property which occurred during 
the late gales between Howth Head and St. John’s Point, county Down, would have been 
saved if there were a harbour of refuge . at Skerries. In a pecuniary point of view 
it would be a great convenience to the Dublin trawlers, the Howth, Baldoyle, and Rush 
fishermen, who resort to this place during the winter months, to have suoh a harbour at 


Skerries. 


Francis Govan, 
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